
 
UEP 395/ SOC 395: SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, & JUSTICE: 

 MAKING “MODERN” FAMILIES 
Mon/Wed 5:45 – 7:10pm, Upper Stearns Parking Lot North Tent 

 
Fall 2021 

 
 

Instructor: April Hovav (she/her)   
Email: Ahovav@oxy.edu  
Office: UEP 103 + Zoom   
Zoom: https://occidental.zoom.us/j/7785005304  
Office Hours: Wednesdays 4:00-5:30pm & by appointment 
https://moodle.oxy.edu/course/view.php?id=34286 
Required Texts: All required texts will be available on Moodle  
 
Does reproductive justice include a right to bear children using technological means? What about 
using 3rd parties like egg and sperm donors? Are reproductive technologies expanding 
definitions of family or reinforcing race, class, and gender inequalities? This upper-division 
seminar will examine reproduction from a social justice perspective, with particular attention to 
how the politics of reproduction are shaped by the intersecting inequalities of gender, race, class, 
dis/ability, and sexuality. Reproduction is not only a biological process; it is a battleground of 
social and political struggle. The course will familiarize students with foundational academic and 
activist approaches to reproduction. Students will learn about the history of and differences 
between reproductive rights and reproductive justice movements. We will then look at the new 
questions and challenges reproductive technologies raise for social justice. 
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CORE 395 is a 4-unit course. On average, you should expect to spend at least twelve (12) hours 
a week (including in-class time) on this course. 
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES  
In this course, we will consider the following questions:   

1. How is reproduction simultaneously biological and social?  
2. In what ways is reproduction both public and private?  
3. How do inequalities shape reproductive experiences?  
4. What role do social institutions such as medicine, nation-states, and markets play in 

reproduction?   
5. What do debates about reproduction tell us about gender, race, class, nation, 

dis/ability and sexuality? 
6. What are the consequences of reproductive technologies for family formation, social 

inequalities, and ethics?  



 
STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES   
This course is intended to develop a knowledge base and skill set that will serve you in social 
sciences courses and beyond.  

1. Define and give examples of key concepts such as reproductive justice, 
medicalization, and commodification.  

2. Identify and explain the core components of complex academic texts: the key 
argument, concepts, evidence and/or the authors’ theoretical approach.  

3. Discuss the relationship between inequalities, personal choices, and structural forces 
in the context of reproduction.  

4. Analyze a topic related to reproduction using concepts and arguments from course 
readings.  

5. Research non-governmental organizations and policies related to reproduction. 
 
 
ASSESSMENT AND GRADES 
 

Participation     20% 

Discussion Questions     10% 

NGO Paper         20%  

NGO Presentation             10%  

Analytic Paper Proposal       5%  

Analytic Paper                       25% 

Policy Presentation       10%  

Total                 100% 

 

Final course grades will be awarded on the following scale:  

Letter Num % 
A 4.0 100- 94 
A- 3.7 93 - 90 
B+ 3.3 



 
 
 
 
 

 
ATTENDANCE POLICY AND PARTICIPATION DEFINITION 
 
Participation is expected as the work that we do in class is critical to your understanding of the 
material and you will be giving feedback to your peers on many occasions.  Discussion and small 
group activities supply the opportunity for you to demonstrate your learning and put it into 
practice, and allow me the opportunity to assess whether you are grasping the relevant concepts. 
However, if there is a medical issue or family emergency please let me know; I recognize that 
other life issues can sometimes arise unexpectedly. If you must miss class due to an official Oxy 



Discussion Questions (10%)  
Starting in week 3, each class two students will present 1-2 discussion questions each on one or 
more of the readings for the day. If you’d like you can bring outside texts like newspaper articles 
or video clips to that relate to the topic of the day to further fuel discussion. Students will sign up 
to write discussion questions for specific days. More information will be provided in class.  
 
NGO Paper (20%) – Due: October 6  
Select a non-governmental organization (NGO) that works on issues related to reproduction. 
Write a 3–4 -page paper about the organization, its history, and its approach to reproduction 
using concepts from the course readings to identify the organization’s approach. More 
information will be provided in class. Students will select organizations in advance to ensure that 
there is no overlap.  
 
NGO Presentation (10%) – Due: October 6  
Create an 8-10 minute presentation about the NGO you researched. Be prepared to answer 
questions from your classmates and the professor.  
 
Analytic Paper Proposal (5%) – Due: November 1 
Submit a 1-page proposal describing the topic you intend to research followed by a list of the 
outside sources you plan to consult and a list of the academic course readings you intend to use 
in your analysis.  
 
Analytic Paper (25%) – Due: November 22   
Over the course of the semester, you will write an 6-8-page analytic paper on a reproductive 
topic of your choosing. It can be a topic covered in the course or a topic related to reproduction 
that we did not cover. You will first explain your topic using at least two outside sources (i.e., 
newspaper articles, TED talks, documentaries). You will then analyze the topic using concepts 
and arguments from at least four of the academic course readings. Explain how the course 
readings apply to the phenomenon you researched. You should &32.2&"**7%+#,",+%with the course 
readings. For example, explain whether and how your findings on your research topic support or 
negate the author’s theory. How might your research suggest ways of modifying an author’s 
theories? The key to this paper is to demonstrate your ability to apply theories and concepts from 
the course to a topic that interests you. More detailed information about the assignment will be 
provided in the third week of class.  
 
Policy Presentation (10%) - DUE November 29th or December 1



COURSE POLICIES  
 
COVID-Specific Policy on Masks 
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Statement of the Shared Academic Integrity Commitment 
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Special Accommodations/Learning Differences (Link to Disability Services) 
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Accommodations for Reasons of Faith and Conscience (Link to the policy in Catalog) 
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COURSE SCHEDULE  
All listed readings are required and available on Moodle.  
 
Section I: Theorizing Reproduction 
 
August 30: Introduction 
 
September 2: Reproductive Politics 
Solinger, Rickie. 2005. “What is Reproductive Politics?” Pp. 1-26 in 93+,#"#&7%"#$%9()+3/%D%
A1(3.%K25.(37%(4%Q+:3($6&.28+%9(*2.2&5%2#%D-+32&"



Remainder of readings subject to change  
 
Section II: Assisted Reproductive Technologies  
 
September 23: In-Vitro Fertilization  
Selections from Thompson, Charis. a"'2#,%9"3+#.5%  
 
Inhorn, Marcia. 2007. “Masturbation, Semen Collection, and Men's IVF Experiences: Anxieties 



Generations Ahead. 2009. Bridging the Divide: Disability Rights and Reproductive Rights and 
Justice Advocates Discussing Genetic Technologies.  
 
Jarman, Michele 2015. “Relations of Abortion: Crip Approaches to Reproductive Justice.” 
Feminist Formations 27(1):46-64. 
 


